We investigated individual differences in copying behaviour of captive great tits, Parus major, by analysing their response to a tutor indicating a new feeding site. We used two groups, each of seven male birds, labelled 'fast' and 'slow' explorers based on previous studies in which consistent individual differences in the speed of exploring were found. The birds were trained to search for food hidden in a number of differently coloured and shaped feeders, and later to search in only one type of feeder. During the tests, food was absent and the birds were observed in two different situations: alone or in the presence of a tutor, a bird that had been trained to feed in a different kind of feeder. When alone, slow birds readily extended their search to other feeders while fast birds did not change their routine of visiting the previously rewarded ones. In the presence of the tutor, the opposite occurred: slow birds did not change their behaviour while fast birds significantly increased their visits to the feeders indicated by the tutor. Fast and slow individuals thus differ in their foraging and copying behaviour, consistent with the producer-scrounger model.
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In the wild, birds often face changes in food distribution, and thus their ability to search for new food sources might prove critical. When food is clumped, a whole flock may benefit from the discovery of a new food location by an individual. Birds may either follow the discoverer to the location of food, or they may copy its foraging strategy or the direction of its search (Turner 1965; Alcock 1969; Krebs et al. 1972) . The exchange of information about food locations has been proposed as one of the most important advantages of bird colonies and of winter foraging flocks (Ward & Zahavi 1973; Krebs 1974; Giraldeau 1984) . Moreover, dominant or more aggressive birds may steal food from successful foragers (Brockmann & Barnard 1979; Barnard & Sibly 1981) ; in this case, for subdominant birds the advantage of nesting or foraging in groups should still outweigh the cost of intraspecific kleptoparasitism. The distribution of food is an important factor in determining the relative advantages of different strategies (Barta & Szép 1992 , 1995 . In turn, the existence of individual differences in foraging strategy can be an important factor influencing the composition of flocks and the individual decision to disperse or stay for birds following different strategies. Once they are independent, great tits, Parus major, form foraging flocks in summer and winter (Drent 1984) , and are generally known to be able to copy each other's foraging behaviour (Fisher & Hinde 1949; Krebs et al. 1972; Sasvári 1979) . However, systematic variation in this copying behaviour between individuals has not been studied. Verbeek et al. (1994) showed consistent individual differences between captive great tits in their exploratory behaviour and reaction to new objects. Some individuals are more aggressive (Verbeek et al. 1996) , they approach unfamiliar objects quickly, they follow a routine for a longer time, and their pattern of exploration in a new environment mostly consists of quickly flying to all of its parts without particular attention to any special location; moreover, once they have learnt a food-searching pattern, they show less flexibility in changing it if the food location is changed (Verbeek et al. 1994) . Other individuals never start a fight, take a long time to approach new objects, do not follow a routine, and take longer to reach all parts of a new environment, spending more time in each place (Drent & Marchetti 1999) . These differences can be characterized along an axis ranging from slow but more thorough explorers to fast but superficial explorers (Verbeek et al. 1994 ). The labels fast or slow explorers should not be interpreted as differences in speed or in ability; rather, they refer to one of their typical characters, namely exploration of unfamiliar situations. To analyse these syndromes, it is easiest to consider those individuals that show the clearest and most consistent
